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Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 
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Girls Just Wanna Know! 
You Be the Judge

Desired Outcomes of Class
1. develop a raised awareness of what identifies the level of a performance
2. create personal descriptors for determining a performance level
3. determine the winner of a mock contest 

THE BIG FOUR:  FOUR AREAS common to all four categories:
1. Vocal Skills  (posture, breathing, phonation, resonation, articulation)
2. Accuracy
3. Unity 
4. Energy

 C levels:  About the individual:  Fair, Acceptable, Satisfactory
 B levels:  Sense of “we”:  Promising, Good, Very Good;  Have some developed 
skills and are willing to risk.  The word “some” or “almost all” comes to mind 
(some voices, some of the time).  
 A levels:  Sense of “one voice”:  Degrees of “excellent”; Excellent, Near 
Perfect;  Always!  

Advice: 
Remain open to the possibility that a performance may change as it continues.
Consider what this performance is and what it is not.

“Leveling your ears and eyes.”
1. Assess approximate current level of Vocal Skills level 
2. Identify the areas of greatest need (vocal skills, accuracy/tuning, synch, energy)
3. Assign your own “descriptors” which will identify the level



Scoring Levels:

C Level:
C-    40 - 45:    Beginning, low average  
C     46 - 53:    Average, acceptable, as much right as wrong
C+   54 - 59:    Satisfactory

B Level:
B-    60 - 65:   Promising, some “power” but needs “polish”
B     66 - 73:   Good, commendable, well-rehearsed, solid, technical
B+   74 - 79:   Very good, commanding, “almost”  

A Level:
A-    80 - 85:    Excellent, highly proficient, “usually"
A     86 - 93:    Near perfect, exceptional mastery of vocal skills
A+   94 - 100:  Flawless, transcends

From C to A: 
“The foundation needs work and individual efforts are distracting.” 
“The skills are there but inconsistently applied.” 
“There is power in the sound, but it needs polish.” 
“The foundation is built and the performance is pleasing and tidy.” 
“So much is going well, that when there are performance slips, they stick out like 
‘dandelions on a putting green.’”  
“I’m too busy enjoying the story of the songs to notice the skills and everything seems to 
be easy for the performers.”
“Wow, this is moving me.”

Judges’ Words of Wisdom 

“Where’s the problem, where’s the promise?”
“If you have to ask yourself if it’s an 80 or a 90, it’s probably not.”
“Recognize your ‘hot button’ then move on.”
“Identify the entrance, heart or exit ramp of category.”
“A performance ‘on the cusp’ has qualities of the higher level within it.”


